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Caroline Dudley awarded 2018 volunteer of the year trophy 

Woodland monitoring is a very important part of red squirrel conservation. The survey

formulated in the mid 1990’s for use in all red squirrel areas requires dedicated

volunteers to walk transect routes bi-annually.  It takes a lot of concentration and

patience to do the job properly and very few of those trained actually stick with it.

Walking slowly and quietly - 100m in 5 minutes with 5 minute stops in between - is

essential if you want to see squirrels. 

Caroline has kept up her monitoring in Mill Copse since 1999 in spite of periods of ill

health and other challenges.  Her work is very professional and the data meticulous.  A

well-deserved candidate for the trophy.

If you think you have what it takes to monitor a transect, please get in touch.

25 years and still going...
Long-time supporters and volunteers were invited to a celebration at Ryde

Rowing Club in July followed by a walk in Puckers Copse courtesy of John

and Diane Cleaver.  The event received support

from a Ryde Town Council grant.

Wight Squirrel Project is now concentrating on

science and welfare.  Partner group The IOW

Red Squirrel Trust is focusing on education and

practical conservation with the aim of leaving

more time for Helen to further research and

improve red squirrel welfare. 

Wight Squirrel Project is self-supporting and relies on fundraising
and donations.  Help us by becoming a ‘Friend of the Red Squirrel’ for a
year by giving a minimum donation of £5 per person.  Contact details are
at the bottom of the page.  Membership gives access to our private hide.
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What we are concentrating on...

There is an article inside this newsletter which gives a little more detail on the current research projects.  We do not support

intrusive research unless there is a very good reason to do so and the results will help the squirrels in a big way.  Red

squirrels are easily stressed and can die if handled.  They are very diverse in their characters, just like us, so some will cope

better than others.  There are other ways to find out what you need to know to help

them, so Wight Squirrel Project uses these techniques. 

Wight Squirrel Project is still taking squirrels to look after as usual. 

Interesting cases this year so far are three with

suspected Staphylococcus aureus, which were

treated with antibiotics.  Another poor squirrel

had an abscess on his rear, again antibiotics

plus lancing by the vet was the best treatment.  

All squirrels are released back to the wild once

they are better.  The babies are always

released as well.  This is usually around the

age of 14 weeks and they are put in a large

cage in the wood for about 10 days so they get

used to the sights and sounds of the wood.

They use a map in their head to negotiate their

territory.  

Helen is not taking dead squirrels at the

moment, unless it is suspected leprosy.  We

still need to know where squirrels are killed, so

please report the casualties as usual. This can

be done via the website but please note, your

email address isn’t shown so if you want a

reply please email directly.

Goodleaf Tree Climbing raises over £800 for WSP

Wight Squirrel Project App

The app we bought from Isle Cre8 didn’t work

properly and they could not fix it.  The App

Store did not accept it either. Is there anyone

out there who could devise a working app so

people can send sightings straight to Wight

Squirrel Project?

Monitoring is THE most important part of red

squirrel work so we must keep up with the

times!  Of course email, post and telephone

are good ways to report your sightings as well.

There is also an online form attached to our

website.  The address is at the bottom of the

page.

A special thank you to Paul and Abi

McCathie for making Wight Squirrel

Project their charity for 2017.  A grand

total of £820.21 was raised during

their vertical marathon event

throughout the summer of 2017. 

A massive 43,426 km was climbed -

well done and thank you to everyone

who took part and donated.

Find out more about Goodleaf Tree

Climbing by visiting their website:

www.goodleaf.co.uk
Paul with Tufty in a tree in Appley Park
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Road signs stolen!

Would you believe it!  Someone is collecting these road signs.

One of each design went missing from around the Island so I

can’t think of another explanation.  The official metal signs have

gone missing in places as well.  You can buy the

signs  from DNN Signs so there is no need to steal

them.  

They have been very popular and people

are buying them for themselves now our free

quota has gone.

Enjoying  the walk in Puckers CopseThe cakes were amazing!

Helen presenting Caroline with the trophy
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Citizen Science results 

The squirrels have bred this spring and are dispersing as usual.  This

always results in unusual sightings.   A squirrel found its way out to the

yachts in Yarmouth harbour and was running around on them.  It's  not the

first time as they swim very well.  Helen witnessed it some years ago and

when the squirrel had enough of jumping about the hawsers it belly flopped

into the sea and doggy paddled back to shore.  She was so annoyed she

hadn’t taken a camera!

There have also been sightings in various streets in Ryde town centre,

probably a young squirrel from Appley or St John’s Park.  

Please keep your sightings coming!  It’s vital to keep receiving your reports

of squirrels - dead or alive.  Between July 2017 and July 2018, 121 reports

of squirrel deaths came in.  Ninety-nine of these were road casualties.  

This is the last results for the annual garden questionnaire as it’s been

presented for many years.  Data recording is going to have an overhaul so

that a more comprehensive picture can be printed in the newsletter and will

reflect the good job you ‘Citizen Scientists’ are doing to help our precious

Isle of Wight red squirrels.                                                                                                                                                                                        

Are red squirrels having a
housing crisis?

We think of red squirrels living high up in the

trees but in the spring of 2018 two nests

containing 3 kittens each were cut down

during routine maintenance tasks - and they

were not at the top of a tall tree.  The first was

in a thick conifer hedge of no more than

2.5mtrs and the second in a low tree hollow.

The kittens were brought to us to rear but

Helen had other ideas.  The babies were put

in a wooden nest box which was attached to a

nearby tree, or in one case, a telegraph pole.  

Mother squirrel came to retrieve the kittens

once the work was finished and people out of

the way.  A perfect

outcome thanks to a

mother squirrel’s

care for her kittens.

Dreys in the open,

that is against a tree

trunk, seem to be less frequent than before.  A

tree hollow is a very desirable home as is

dense ivy. With the rise is avian predators

who have a taste for squirrels, could it be that

the squirrels are adapting and getting better at

hiding their homes?  Let’s hope so!

COME TO SEE

ME AND MY

FRIENDS 

AT SHANKLIN CHINE

OPEN FROM

EASTER TO OCTOBER

Facebook, Instagram & Teemill

Wight Squirrel Project has joined Facebook

and Instagram.  To get the most out of it, we

could do with a volunteer with a bit of time  to

take it on.

We also have a Teemill site which would

greatly be improved by someone with a bit of

know how.  Please contact us if you would

like to help out with these tasks.

Research

Helen and helpers are collating years of Citizen Science together with

new surveys to give a picture of red squirrel movement over the years.

This will be put together with other surveys to complete an overall picture

since 1991.

In 2016 large blocks of woodland were surveyed and now corridors and

smaller woods are being documented.  In 1992 Helen looked at corridor

links on the Island and wrote ‘Corridors of Hope’. At the time they were

not very good and there were no squirrels in areas where habitat was

small and fragmented.  Early indications show that this has been

reversed.

As it is such a huge task, the

Island has been divided into

zones.  As far as possible,

each zone has a core habitat

and dividing lines may be

fields, roads or rivers. In other

words, it’s looked at with a red

squirrel’s eye.  Following trees

that may be used as links

between habitat has been

interesting.

In East Cowes, Helen walked through the streets following trees in

gardens - and there are more than you might think!  It explains the

occasional sighting of a red squirrel in town, not that they usually stay

long but the trees do provide the all important links.

Gardens will be added to the overall survey as supplementary feeding

may be having an impact on red squirrel numbers.  This is conjecture at

the moment but the amount of extra food red squirrels are getting over

and above their natural food may have a significant impact on red squirrel

survival on the Island.  Of course, there are downsides as well, such as

cats, dogs and rat poison.  

2019 calendar

The 2019 calendar is available from the Red

Squirrel base in Ryde High Street.  The Isle of

Wight Red Squirrel Trust is the name on the

calendar, so if you write a cheque for one,

please write it to them.  The contributors and

format are the same.

Next year it will be Wight Squirrel Project’s

calendar and the theme might be ‘Babies we

have reared’ if we have enough good quality

pictures.  Cute!

DVDs are also available at the Red Squirrel

information base plus you can get your

squirrel feeder there or some unique

driftwood furniture.  Volunteers always

needed!

Of the 38 questionnaire

respondents, 21 people

reported seeing juvenile

squirrels in the garden.

Only 6 of the 38

respondents said they saw

5 or more squirrels daily

over the whole year.

The seasonal answers

reflected the squirrels

decreased or disappeared

when their natural food

was available. It’s usually

early August but this year

they started on the

hazelnuts during the

second week of July.

Red squirrel post mortem
examinations

Having done well over 700 post mortems Helen

has decided to put down her scalpel, for a while at

least.  The exception is squirrels with signs of

leprosy - you will not mistake it if you see it!

Do please keep reporting in when you see dead

squirrels as the data is important.  

Fluctuations in number

Frequency of visits

Shows

This will be the last year we attend shows,

apart from one or two at the most.  It is very

hard work and the preparation is time

consuming.  Volunteers say they will come,

so the show is booked, then they change

their mind putting us in a difficult position. 

Thank you very much to Mike, Ann and

Carolyn for stepping into the breach.  If

anyone wants to take on the whole task and

has supporters and transport, please

contact Helen.  

Otherwise, thank you to everyone who has

supported us over the years.

Genetic testing with
Bournemouth University

Using the DNA left from Helen’s leprosy

testing last year, geneticist Emilie Hardouin is

studying the origins of our Isle of Wight red

squirrels.

If anyone knows of a book or any other

documentation relating to red squirrel

introductions to the Isle of Wight, please

contact Helen using the details at the bottom

of the page. The paper should be finished by

the end of the year. 

People putting down unprotected rat boxes is still an issue.  Hillbans

have come up with a specially designed box so that the squirrels are

not likely to reach the bait even if the box is in the open.  It is illegal to

put down bait where red squirrels can get it.  It is also the most

agonising death for a red squirrel!  So please be very careful! A well balanced diet is also

essential - so not too many peanuts

please!  If your squirrels won’t eat

carrots, which will offset the calcium

reducing effects of peanuts, try

hanging out a big bone from your

Sunday roast for them to gnaw on.

IOW red squirrels featured on German TV

Helen was filmed by a German TV company that is making programmes

about ‘The Queen’s Islands’.  August is the worst time to film wild

squirrels but they did appear briefly.


